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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Why Birmingham?

Birmingham, Alabama, played a pivotal
role in the Civil Rights Movement.
During the 1950s and early 1960s, it was
one of the most segregated cities in the
United States. Black residents faced

discrimination in  schools, public
facilities, employment, housing, and
voting rights.

Local activists, churches, and community
leaders worked tirelessly to challenge
segregation through peaceful
action, and
efforts

eventually brought national attention to

demonstrations, legal

community organizing. Their

Birmingham and helped change the
course of American history.

Although many years have passed,
Birmingham remains an important place
to study because it reminds us of both the
struggles for equality and the courage of

ordinary people who stood up for justice.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this study guide, you
should be able to:

e Explain why Birmingham became
a center of the Civil Rights
Movement.

e Identify key people who
influenced events in Birmingham.

e Understand how local activism
helped shape national change.

e Reflect on why preserving
historic sites is important.

e Connect Birmingham's history to
the broader story of American

history.
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Episode 1

HISTORICAL TIMELINE

1956
« Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth helps establish the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights (ACMHR).

1961
« Freedom Riders arrive in Birmingham during their campaign to challenge segregation in interstate travel.

Spring 1963
« The Birmingham Campaign begins with nonviolent protests against segregation.

May 1963
« The Children's Crusade brings national attention to Birmingham after students are met with arrests, police

dogs, and fire hoses.

September 15, 1963
« The bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church kills four young girls and shocks the nation.

1964
« The Civil Rights Act is signed into law, ending legal segregation in many public places.
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Episode 1

KEY HISTORICAL FIGURES

Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth

A fearless Birmingham minister and
civil rights leader who challenged
segregation despite repeated threats

and acts of violence.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

President of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC), who
worked alongside local leaders during
the Birmingham Campaign and wrote

the famous Letter from Birmingham
Jail.

Rev. James Bevel

A strategist and organizer who helped develop

nonviolent protest campaigns, including the
Children's Crusade.

Bull Connor

Birmingham's ~ Commissioner  of
Public Safety, remembered for using
police dogs and fire hoses against

peaceful demonstrators.

HISTORIC PLACES TO
EXPLORE

Birmingham Civil Rights District
Kelly Ingram Park

16th Street Baptist Church
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute
A.G. Gaston Motel

Bethel Baptist Church
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Episode 1

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why do you think Birmingham became one of Pe rsonal Reflection

the most important cities in the Civil Rights

Movement? History becomes more meaningful
2. What role did local leaders and ordinary citizens when we experience the places where
play in bringing about change? it happened.

3.How did events in Birmingham influence the After visiting Birmingham, I gained a

rest of the country? deeper appreciation for the courage
4. Why is it important to preserve places like Kelly
Ingram Park and the 16th Street Baptist Church?

5. What lessons from Birmingham still matter

and sacrifices of those who fought for
equality. Walking through Kelly
Ingram Park, visiting the 16th Street

today? : .
ey Baptist Church, and standing in the

Civil Rights District reminded me that

these events are not just stories in a

textbook—they happened in real

places where ordinary people made

extraordinary decisions.

Those experiences reinforced why

preserving history matters and why

learning about Birmingham continues

to be important today.
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LEARN MORE

Recommended Books
o Parting the Waters by Taylor
Branch
e Carry Me Home by Diane
McWhorter

Organizations & Museums

Birmingham Civil Rights Institute
National Park Service - Birmingham Civil
Rights National Monument

Library of Congress

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and
Education Institute (Stanford University)

Reflection Activity

Take a few minutes to think about
today's discussion.

What is one new fact you
learned?

Which person or event had the
greatest impact on you?

Why do you think Birmingham
continues to be studied today?
How can learning about
Birmingham help us better
understand American history?
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CONTINUE THE JOURNEY

Thank you for exploring Why Birmingham Still Matters Today with
HERandHIStory in Black.

History doesn't end when the discussion is over. We encourage you to keep

asking questions, visiting historic places, and sharing these stories with others.

Our Mission

At HERandHIStory in Black, our mission is to preserve and share the stories,
people, and places that shaped Black history and American history through

storytelling, education, and historical travel.

Continue Exploring

= More study guides are available in the HERandHIStory Resource Library
& www kasualcloset.net

Coming Next

History Talk Thursday - Episode 2

The Children's Crusade

Discover how thousands of young people helped change the course of the Civil

Rights Movement through their courage, determination, and peaceful protest.
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